Starters 7 (to use at the start of a lesson or to engage tired students)

Brainstorm - Brainstorm all words that melt or things that are green or wooden objects etc.
Desert island – Each group thinks of 5 things they would take to a desert island.

Clothes touch – Teacher chooses a student to walk round room and touch somebody else's clothing when told e.g. Touch a white shoe or a red t-shirt or somebody with short hair etc.
Choose a number – Ask students or groups or pairs to choose the number of times a week that they would like to study English (must be more than once but less than 10 times). Ask students to:


Multiply this number by 2, then
Add 5, then
Multiply it by 50, then
if you have already had your birthday this year add 1751. If you haven't, add 1750, then
subtract the four-digit year that you were born. You should now have a three digit number. 

The first digit of this number is your original number (how many times you would like to study English each week). The next two numbers are your age.
Word Change - This warmer really gets your students thinking about grammar. Write a long sentence on the blackboard ask a student to come out to the board with the chalk. The student, with help from his group, has to change one word in the sentence but the sentence must still make sense. Then another student, from another group, continues. One word at a time can be changed - keep the original sentence on the board and write the new word below the one it changes. Any word can be changed any time, even the new ones. The key is to keeping grammatical sense.
Alternatively you could give a sentence on paper to each group. Each group member must change one word then pass it on. The first group to finish wins!

Box and Ball - Put some written questions in a box. Let students pass the box around the class. At the same time, let the students pass a ball around the class. Play some music. When the music stops, the student with the box takes a question and asks it to the student with the ball. For higher level students you can let them make the questions themselves.

You can sit down if… - Ask the students to stand up. 

Say 'You can sit down if ...' and finish it according to the level of the group. (For example: ... if you've got a brother; ... if you've never been abroad; ... if you prefer cooking to washing up; etc.). Students sit down if the sentence is true for them. The activity ends when all pupils have sat down. 
Getting your mords wixed up! – Make a large version of this text and display it on the classroom wall. Ask students to try to read the whole paragraph. 

 

Aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at an Elingsh uinervtisy, it deosn't mttaer in waht oredr the ltteers in a wrod are, the olny iprmoetnt tihng is that frist and lsat ltteer is at the rghit pclae. The rset can be a total mses and you can sitll raed it wouthit porbelm. Tihs is bcuseae we do not raed ervey lteter by it slef but the wrod as a wlohe.
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