Starters 6 (to use at the start of a lesson or to engage tired students)
Spelling Dictations – Teacher dictates whole sentences letter by letter. Students write down letters then divide up into words and punctuate. (Good for revising and introducing phrases).

The Teacher Can’t Read - Teacher reads aloud (from an English book or prepared sheet) and makes mistakes on purpose. Students/groups raise their hands when they think they hear a mistake. They then correct the mistake.

Running Dictations – Pair work. One student has a pen and paper, while the other runs to the opposite wall, reads a few words from a sheet stuck to the blackboard, and runs back to dictate (and spell) to his/her partner. Which pair can finish first with least mistakes? (T can obstruct and hold fast SS to prolong the activity!)
Five Things Beginning With ‘F’ - Each student or group writes five things beginning with ‘F’. Students or groups then exchange their papers with another student or group and define the words they receive as quickly as possible. Points for winner(s). Continue with another letter?
Spelling Race - Two groups. One student from each team stands at the board (facing the board) with a piece of chalk. Teacher holds up a piece of paper with a word on, so that the two students at the board can’t see it. The 2 teams shout the spelling to their team mate at the board. The first student to write the word on the board (correctly spelled) scores a point. 

What’s My line? - Give 1 student in each group a job on a piece of paper (or ask them to think of one). The group must ask questions to try to guess the job. The group must ask yes/no questions for example:
Do you wear a uniform?

Do you work at night?

Do you use a gun?
Do you wear a hat?


Are you a soldier?

Class Story - Teacher starts by saying the first sentence, for example ‘Mary was walking home late last night….’ Students continue to add a sentence each one by one around the class.
Half Dictation - Teacher dictates half a sentence, individual students or groups or pairs complete the sentence and write it down. papers are then exchanged to be checked (Grammar and spelling).
When the man walked into the room…..

I have a problem with….
On Saturday mornings I always….


If you run faster….

My father is eating…..



They all started laughing because….

SS check spelling with each other, then with T.

Dad or Mum’s Visit - Tell the students that your Dad or Mum is visiting the school, and he or she is  going to answer questions for 5/10 minutes. Get them to write down any questions they’d like too ask him or her about you. Tell the students that you are going out of the classroom to send your Dad or Mum in. You then come back in as your Dad or Mum (depending whether you are male or female). A disguise would help. Students ask questions about their teacher. (They’ll probably laugh at first, but it’s surprising how quickly they’ll imagine it’s your Dad or Mum they are talking to.
